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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Torrllos to Discuss Canal Issue
With Leaders of Nearby States

The negotiations between Panama and
the US for a new canal treaty will be the
central theme for General Torrijos when
he plays host 10 the presidenta of Colom.
hia, Costa Rica, und Venezuela on Sun.
duy and Monday,

Torrijos will aim for an official deciara-
tlon hy the three presidents supporting
Punuma’s aspirations in the negotintions,
An an expression of olidarity, Colomblan
Prosident Lopez will renounce his coun-
try's claim 1o apecial reights over the canal,
recognized in the Urrutia-Thomson Trea-
ty of 944 hetween the US and Colombin,

In return, Punama will promise to
grant these rights—primarily the toll-free
pussuge of wurshipa through the canal—to
Colombla when a new trealy is signed
with the US, Panama will also extend
righta to its other noighhor, Costa Rica,
President Perez of Venezuela will sign the
document to demonsirate support for
Punuma,

The Punumonkin leader s likely to be
in an optimistic mood on the canal issue
becuuse of the recent transfer to Punama
of u parcel of land from the Canal Zone.
The Punamanians have long wanted the
parcel 1o expand the city of Colon and its
importunt free trude zone.

Latin American regional solidarity is
another topic likely to be included in the
presidentiol declaration. Percz will push
his project for the creation of an ex-
clusively Latin  American economic
organization, which he and Mexican
President Echeverria wre sponsoring,
Torrijox Is likely to table Panama's
proposuls for & steuctural reform of the

General Torrijos

OAS and may invite it to move its head-
quurters to Punama.,

Torrijos may also try to win backing
for Punama's bid for the sem on the UN
Security Council that Costa Rica will
vacute this year; however, he has fuiled to
persuade Argentina Lo relinquish its
cluim, und his guests may be reluctant o
deul with the que,|:|




1t

i1

B0 SR ThiWME . Buwwie K




e




